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fi T h e -AmeticarrInstitute for
Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) is a
specialized agency of the Inter
American System, and its purposes
lt6s the mosi wonderf i }a e to encourage and support th_e
the kids jingle belling, and everyone telling yor ef OI’t_S of its Member States to achieve
"Be of good cheer,"...Yes ! It is unimaginable ' : - agricultural development and well -

that Christmas is already in the air. And IIC being for rural pop
Canada office got its present early!! The Direct
General finally made the visit to Ottawa whe
he had very productive meetings. Coming on
heels of the InteAmerican Board of Agriculture

meeting in Costa Rica, the DG had much to shar n
with Minister Ritz of Agriculture and AgtFood * % $ ]/2 R % H Q D B S N Q ( D N
Canada, as well as with a host of friends of [ICA

in vernmen well in nd@overnmen . . . . . . ~
Government as well as emment o long awaited visit of the Director Generit he regi on to utilize ¢
organizations and academia.

While the highpoint of the quarter, the visit by ndinally took place Novgmber-]S. He received related decision making. .

means signaled the winding down of activities. O warm and appreciative welcome from tr Courtesy calls were made on the Costa Rican
the contrary! It seemed to have provided thataff who ceordinated a varied and interestin Ambassador to Canada as well as the Mexican
extra comph for us to cheerfully tackle the remaifitinerary. ~ Although the main event was th Ambassador. Both were gracious in their recep-

ing tasks with that additional pep in our Steps,qeting with Minister Ritz of Agriculture and tion as the DG highlighted activities of IICA in
Staff training and evaluation, proposals review,

and budget preparation were all undertaken ev@‘,%l“":o‘)d Canada, his connections spanned the respective countries. Other encounters

while continuing to forge winning partnerships. 9amut from Government and Non with the diplomatic corps took the form of a
Il CA Canada found oneGogernmenh erganizaians to academia ang pgathering with CARICOM ambassadors and
secrets in Trent University. Escaping the officdiplomatic corps. luncheon courtesy of the Group of Latin Ameri-
for a day trip there was found to be both refreshi~~

and informative. With its relevant curriculum,
certainly is a partner in the making for IICA.

Reflecting, it appears that activities during tt
period had the wunwri't

Staff participated in the Annual Meeting of PRC & = &
CINORTE and the North American Plant Prote |
tion Organization (NAPPO), the Food Safe
Conference and also took the opportunity to ¢
gage in parallel networking sessions.
As we come to the end of a wonderful year, f
IICA Canada team comprising Brandy, Ysabs
Jillian and myself wishes to thank you for yo
unwavering support and involvement in our pr

grams. Happy Holidays and may prosperity and  Minister Ritz of AAFC, Dr. Barnett, IICA Canada & Dr. Villalobos, |1CAb6s Director G
good health abound for you and yours in 2012! Dr . Villalobos, 'l CAb6s Di rofeStateoof FoteigmAdfairad& Dr. Barnett, IICA Canada

Repods

There were actually two official engagement can countries. Hosted by the Bolivian Ambas-
one being with Minister Ablonczy, Minister of sador, Dean of GRULA, the luncheon session
. State of Foreign Affairs (Americas and Consl was a relaxed yet lively affair. During both
Dr. Audla Barneﬂr Affairs), where the DG SpOke of the thee vent s, qgues tions wer e
recently concluded Ministerial Meeting ir sponse to the increasing food prices and sugges-
_ Costa Rica. Minister Ablonczy was curiou tions discussed for addressing this pressing is-
Director General ds 2 about the operations of IICA, particularly a sue.The DG presented an IICA publication ad-
they impacted the small farmer. The meetit dressing the issue and spoke to the commitment
with Minister Ritz was brief but rewarding. of the Ministers of Agriculture in the region to
Lauding the efforts and inroads being made ytilizing innovation as a strategic tool in their
[ICA in the region, the Minister was extremel countries. Information on 100 pegtaduate

supportive and made a commitment to wo scholarships being offered by Mexico in col-
even closer with IICA in assisting countriesi| abor ati on with Il CA an.

McGill Food Security Conference

Research & Internship Program
NAPPOG6s 35th Annual
IABA

Alwlw|IN|IN

Visit to Trent University



Continued from front page PROCINORTE

tions, IICA and CAPI (Canadian AgFood The two day Board of Directors meeting held in
- Policy Institute), were enthusiastic and | Washington D. C. October 1819" had as it
hopeful at the prospects of working to- | main objective to review progress being made by
get her . CAPI 6 s CEO,|the Task Forces as well as the Executive Sgcre-
the Food Systems approach voiced willing- | tariat. Brad Fraleigh of AAFC and the Repre-
" ness to share the concept with the IICA |sentatives travelled from Canada to participate in
~ family, starting possibly in the Caribbean. |the trinational meeting. Other IICA personnel
@l Both organizations agreed to work towards|included Mr. David Hatch, IICA Representative
“= preparing a joint proposal. in the U.S.A and Innovation Specialist, Dr.
The DG6s visit endedPriscila Henriquez whed -i
ing with cl ose st ak e|Technical Secretary. The presentation made byo f
[ICA. There he expressed appreciation for| Dr. Ricardo Goenaga (via teleconference)| on
the support given to the Canadian office and| activities carried out by the Fruits Task Fofce
Dr. Villalobos with the ICA Canada Staff ~ noted his confidence in the programs being| was commended, even while issues relating to
undertaken. He also apprised the guesty sustainability in light of budgetary constraifts

Fund was also shared in noting responsigh information arising from the 2012 Inter |were raised. Other presentations by Pllant
towards sustainability. American Board of Agriculture (IABA) |Health, Animal Health Task Forces gnd
An informal exchange with Drmeeting and 11 CAGs NORGEN were also well received. in

Madramootoo, Dean, Faculty of Agricultur%ﬁzetzzgrégesiggallsggljact’ifogrowd{f;]%;;ﬁd tfﬁ; The Board acknowledged the important rolg of

i i i - . . IICA through its financial support and technigal
and Environmental Sciences of McGill Unkscheqyle was tight, ime was found for the co-0 eratic?n activities IICAp(E,anada expressed
versity revealed possible avenues for c@iG to not only have meaningful interaction | o ober o - o Sxpresp

. i L Y : gl " | its commitment to optimizing synergies between
laboration between institutions. These iith staff, but also to enjoy touring the Agri- the organizations
cluded joint projecctusl tamal MMGSE B LU ts \AFhae:Ah . " .dtkl h i
involvement in the Internship Program beify! € 1 ol e " Amnivérdarg gefelsra- 7|2 CNaNQING OF guard took p'ace as the outgeIng

o tion was proposed. Of course having suc- President, Dr. Pedro Bracjich handed over to| Dr.
finalized at Sede Central. ssf pu |p| y organiz ge d | Caird Rexroad, US Representative.

sit, we canot

e
wait f n to Ottawa

Sharing information on respective institL\ﬁi—f

{,,33 McGill Conference on
Naw 77 i
17 Global Food Security 1 CA Ca2

Research and Internship
Assistance Program

cies. Of course students contributed i

- ensuring discussions were relevant al
practical to the needs of the most vul
i nerable in the world. Dr. Adolfo Ot
toniel Monterroso Rivas, of Universida

IICA Canada is pleased to invite appli-
‘ cants to apply to the new and improved
_ Rafael Landivar travelled all the wa % 2012 Research and Internship Assis-
® | from Guatemala to participate and she tance Program for Agriculture in the

A il el Ameticas _As a result of an impact
on Guatemalatds st dsesdmin? condict [ this year, IICA

i 2012 :
security. Dr. Mon SEEERSERIIN ' CafabaSréafghell the préyfam to better
was acknowledged in the Western P1 BEERRIESOFZEE  meet the needs of participants and stake-

for Agriculture in the Americas

Dr. Monterroso makes his presentation at The ducer on October 13, 2_011 in an artic
Food Security Conference about fimaking pr
where he highlighted the plight of in

holders. The original program began in
11996 aneh pe singe engaged more than
two hundred and fifty participants. The
The Fourth McGill Conference omligenous population in Guatemala. Tl e E;Ogr?&jggzorfnéeze?ifﬂﬁﬁé ?g:g:rr:'
Global Food Security took place aonference also shed light on susta | fa i anel gdministra’tors to p?articipate in pro-
McGill University in Montreel, Octoberable eractices. being implemented : 3 jects and internships that contribute to
4-6 , 2011. Thi s y evarioud sountries nd achiesenfood al . agricultural health and food safety, inno-
cused on i ssues madritandl isecyity.tlICA Canada K vation for productivity and competi-
threats to food saready lookiygoforwaadt to dhe tnéxene wn e n  tively, agribusiness and commercialisa-
increasing food prices is particularlyicGill Conference where it is antici- ion, natural resource management and climate change, rural
worrying. Attendees to this three dgyated that the recommendation to in\_/vell-bemg and food security in the Americas.

conference included a cross sectionlve farmers will be realized as to-Visit the website http://www.iicacan.org/Pages/
professionals in academia, governmeggther we address issues relating to fod@ternshipandExpertiseProgram.aspx for more details or to

private sector and international ageprices and political instability. access the electronic application and brochure available in
English, French and Spanish.
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NAPPOOs 35th Annual Me et i

Industry and government representaiking NAPPO's concerns regarding the seed industry. All this led to a

tives from Canada, the United Statéisorough explanation of phytosanitary measures for seeds including field

and Mexico along with representanspection, seed testing and seed treatment techniques. The day wrapped

tives from other global plant healthip with a look at concerns and issues for organic seeds in North Amer-

organisation, joined forces in Meridaca. Also included in the week's activities was a tour of a facility for the
Mexico this fall to discuss current issues in plant health and to probidigical control agentJamarixia radiata,used to control the vector,
reports on activities from the past year. The weeklong meeting inDiaphorina citri, for Huanglongbing in citrus.The gathering provided
volved commodity panel discussions and regional and internationabnpexcellent opportunity for networking, discussing and sharing informa-
dates. A poster session and a presentation on climate change and tiarieon what is happening in plant health in North America. NAPPO
tial impacts on pest risk assessment were also included. The me®trigles a unique opportunity for plant health specialists in industry and
was followed by asymposium on international seed trade. This providg¥ernment to connect, discuss current and future concerns in plant pro-
an introduction to the seed industry, as well as served as a platfortedtion and work together on mutually beneficial solutions.

Commodity Scoping Study ——
‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ gtla?o\r(eotlgjeKC’:\I;\aneru Free Trade Agreement, Canadian

agricultural exports to Peru were subject to average tariffs

' CA Canada | aunched ofypto25%. The Canadeeru FTA reduces or eliminatds N
June of this year with an important focus ar ariffs on 99% of agricultural exports from Canddan
being @i to improve pr annualcostsavings of $27.6 million in duties, making 1 V € -
ness in the agricul t-u canadianproducts more attractive. tant

Mr. Juan Pablo Higuera and Mr. Adolfo Fonseca

have since been hard at work conducting a scop-

ing exercise to identify commodities in Canada,

Latin America and Caribbean countries that could

foster winwin relationships. Based on relation- SNAPSHOT

ships with Canada, Peru, Honduras, Colombia,

Jamaica, Costa Rica and Ecuador were selected .
for the study. Meetings were held with Ambassadors and Trade Representatives to pro- Fernanda Silva Fortes, one the ten
vide information on the exercise and projected results as well as solicit their assistance success applicants for the 2011 In-

and support. The feedback has been favourable and encouraging. ternship Program, came to Canada as a "new woman”
PP gng this fall. She began her time here with her new husband

on their honeymoon, traveling from Toronto, to Ottawa
and Quebec City and to her final destination of Mont-
real where Fernanda began work with Dr. Robin Beech
at McGill University. Ms. Fortes is identifying mo-
lecular markers for anthelmintic resistance in a sheep
parasite. This project is part of her doctoral program at
Global Institutions and Mr. Blair Coomberthe Federal University of Parana in Brazil which is
Deputy Director of Multilateral Relations,being funded by the National Council for Scientific and

Policy and Engagement Directorate bothechnological Development in Brazil with a total of
(AAFC) attended the meeting to represeﬁfmlogy from McGill University. She is enjoying Fhe
Canada. Among the participants were lea, /ork very much and hopes to pursue a career in re-

: . earch and teaching. Fernanda will be returning to
ers in global agricultural development sucBrqzi| on December 24 to celebrate Christmas with her
as Mr. Jose Grazino da Silva, Director Gefoved ones and we wish her all the best.

eral i Elect of the Food and Agriculture
The Ministerial Meetings serve as a foru@rganization of the United Nations (FAO),
for dialogue among the Ministers and Secd Mr. Pedro Antonio Arraes Pereira,
taries of Agriculture of the hemisphere, iRresident of the Brazilian Agricultural Re-
which topics of relevance for agricultursearch Corporation (EMBRAPA) and Mrs.
and rural life are aired and discussed apaura Chinchilla, President of the Republic
Hemispheric Ministerial Agreements aref Costa Rica also attended the Opening
signed. Thi s year 0 sCerbheoryt At thg clasd of Mhireeidays efr s o f
Agriculture of the Americas (IABA) tookdialogue, the decision was made to approve
place in San Jose, Costa Rica on Octoberal@eclaration that underlined the importance
21, 2011. The f oc usfinodasing miestment éneaagribuurerag® t i n g
was the urgent need to foster innovation imeans of reducing hunger and poverty and
the agricultural sector in the hemispheteelping to improve social stability in the
Mr. Daryl Nearing, Deputy Director ofemisphere.

Ms. Fernanda Fortes working diligently in the lab
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